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ON THE COVER 


This unusual photo could be titled “windows”. Photographed on 
Aug 24 by Bill Hakkarinen, the incoming Empire Builder, train 8, 
was running only a few minutes late as it arrived in Chicago. Some 
kind of track work was being performed on the north side of 


Chicago Union Station. 


Amtrak has removed the roof shrouds from some Acefa Express power Cars, as 


on unit 2037 here on northbound train 2256, photographed on Aug 31 at Washing- 


ton DC by Bill Hakkarinen. 


s of Sep 20 it was still day-to-day 

on the Ace/a Express problem, but 

improving. For a clearer background 
of the problem’s progression, it started in 
mid-August with the finding of cracks in 
the yaw dampers, four per power car, 
that caused the cancellation of all 
accepted sets Aug 13, with only two sets 
passing inspection to run on Aug 14. On 
Aug 15 all sets were cancelled again and 
all the HHP-8 locos were pulled with the 
same problem, and only 41 AEM-7s and 
E60s were available, seven short of 
requirements. 


Starting Mon, Aug 19, nine sets ran, 
but they were back to two sets on Aug 
21, up to five sets Aug 22-23, and seven 
sets over the Labor Day weekend. This 
number increased to nine by Sep 9. With 
the announcement yesterday (Sep 19) 
that 12 sets would run today, it yielded 
42 departures from Boston, NY and Wash 
-ington, eight short of full service. 

A look at the schedule Sep 20 revealed 
that the changes were #2180 Wash-NY 
and 2164 Wash-Boston cancelled; 2163 
and 2115 NY-Wash were replaced by Met- 
roliner sets; 2181 Wash-NY was cancelled 
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while 2155 and 2157, normally running 
Boston-Wash, were operating only to NY. 
Along with these Metroliners, 118, 119 
and 123 were cancelled. Hopefully, 
service would be back to normal by Sep 
30. No HHP-8s were seen yet, according 
to a friend, a Conrail engineer working 
the NE Corridor. 

The other big Amtrak news this week 
was the announcement of Stan Bagley 
taking his retirement. He was Gunn’s 
right-hand man as VP of Operations. To 
add to that, the Superintendent of Opera- 
tions at Amtrak’s MBTA commuter opera- 
tion was fired for refusing to lay off 154 
MBTA employees, citing safety and opera- 
tional needs. 

Updated NJ Transit news: The ALP-48s 
have begun to appear on the Trenton 
line-NEC, but no sign of the new Comet V 
coaches, even though I had seen them in 
their new paint scheme at the shops over 
Labor Day. They have been listed in the 
last two Employee Timetables, but a bul- 
letin order two weeks ago reduced their 
maximum speed to 90mph to match the 
ALP-46s. On Sep 16 B.O. said that the 
cars could be used only between Hudson 
interlocking in the Meadows and Sunny- 
side Yard, Queens. It must be for main- 
tenance familiarization at the Long Island 
yard and “break-in” for crews. 

Sep 20 was the last day of operations 
for the weekday-only Montclair Branch of 
NJ Transit’s M&E division. Effective Mon- 
day, Sep 23, a week of break-in will occur 
on the new line, known as the Montclair- 
Boonton, with electrification extended to 
a yard in Great Notch. Cross-platform 
transfers will be made at Montclair 
Heights for passengers wanting to take 
Midtown Direct service to NY. The Boon- 
ton line will continue operating separately 
until the grand opening celebration of Sep 
30, when all trains, both diesel from west 
of Great Notch and the electric Montclair 
service, will operate through to Roseville 
Avenue junction station in South Orange 
to continue through the Broad Street sta- 
tion in Newark. All diesel trains will oper- 
ate to Hoboken and the electrics to NY or 
Hoboken. Five electrics will be scheduled 
on Midtown Direct in the morning rush 
and four in the afternoon. 

On Sep 23 NJ Transit’s separate ticket 
offices and waiting room were to be dedi- 
cated in NY Penn Station, with new esca- 
lators, elevators and a separate direct 
entrance from the 32" St-7" Avenue side 


of the station. They have also been given 
access by Amtrak to 12 tracks in the rush 
hours, up from six. A big spread in the NY 
Times Sep 18 outlined the planned break- 
in of the new Secaucus Transfer station, 
to begin in fall, 2003, beginning with 
weekend-only service connecting directly 
all of the state’s commuter lines except 
Atlantic City. This will allow the phase-in 
te continue into Jan, 2004, when the 
PATH station at the World Trade Center 
will be re-opened, freeing up additional 
space in the coaches. The new signaling 
and the current tunnel upgrades should 
be finished, allowing dispatching to and 


hudson-bergen tight rail 


from NY at shorter intervals. Essentially, 
most of the upper NEC station is com- 
plete, with a third track, now accepted for 
A.C. operation, and work is more concen- 
trated on the lower-level platforms of the 
bisecting diesel lines. The upper third 
track could be used for missed slots on 
the current weekend-only single-tunnel 
operations. 

Another transit project scheduled for 
completion in summer, 2003, is the new 
maintenance yard in Morrisville PA, which 
will include 12 electrified storage tracks, 
an inspection track, crew quarters and 
interlocking, relieving the crowded facili- 
ties on the Trenton side of the Delaware 
River. The old Barracks yard north of the 
station will be abandoned and the station 
will get a new look to welcome the new 
Camden-Trenton LRT line station the fol- 
lowing spring. A second phase for Morris- 
ville, to be finished in 2006, will add 12 
storage tracks, more inspection tracks, 
car washer and wheel-truing machine, 
and enough storage space for 250 cars. 
This would serve not only the Trenton 
line, but also the coming takeover of 
Amtrak’s Clocker services and the future 
plan of reopening the old Reading West 
Trenton line to Bound Brook, joining the 
Raritan Valley line.—Jim Langan. 


J Transit and the city of Hoboken 
held a joint festival on Sun, Sep 
29. It was also the first day of 


operation of the Hudson Bergen Light Rail 
(HBLR) north of Newport to Hoboken. 
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I decided to enter Hoboken properly, 
so from 33™ Street I took PATH to Pavon- 
ia/Newport, where I walked over to the 
HBLR station. There, I pushed the “RF” 
(reduced fare) button on the TVM, insert- 
ed a goid dollar and received a ticket plus 
a quarter. I boinked the ticket in the vali- 
dator and waited for the next car to 
arrive. There were no signs to indicate 
that all rides were free this day. When the 
HBLR first opened, free ride tickets were 
liberally passed out at the Hoboken Festi- 
val and a free shuttle bus between Hobo- 
ken and Exchange Place was operated. 

I managed to get a seat on a car that 
soon departed with standees. Immediate- 
ly upon leaving Newport, the cars climb 
onto an elevated structure. Up behind the 
A&P, the line is triple-tracked with a 
center pocket track, which had been used 
as the turnback track when Cars terminat- 
ed at Newport. 

Nearing the former Erie Lackawanna, 
the two tracks swing to the east for Hob- 
oken or west for the line that will go to 
Weehawken and beyond in the future. 
The Hoboken terminal was hastily readied 
for the opening of service with one center 
platform open for one car length. Tempo- 
rary barricades block the north end of the 
platform, which was full of construction 
materials. The open platform is devoid of 
pay phones, TVMs or validators. There is 
a third track south of the two open tracks, 
which will have its own platform on the 
south side. This was also a maze of con- 
struction. 

At present, just beyond the bumper 
blocks at the end of the station is the 
Hudson River. Let’s hope there are no 
incidents as at the BWI Light Rail station 
in Baltimore! 

Upon exiting the cars, passengers 
walk east, toward the river, then west 
toward the main concourse. These walk- 
ways look temporary, with a long, tent- 
like structure over the east/west portion 
alongside track 18, but there is no protec- 
tion over the short north/south walkway. 
In bad weather, run for it! 

The Arts in Transit has provided one 
very nice design that I noticed on the 
HBLR platform. In the glass and brick 
windscreen there is an etching of the Erie 
Lackawanna ferry terminal, as seen from 
an arriving ferry, and a departing ferry is 
also shown. Very nice! 
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At the N) Transit Festival there was a 
small display of equipment, including one 
of the new ALP46s at the bumper block. 
On another track they had one of the new 
Alstom cars, which you could) waik 
through. The main feature of the cars is 
the large size of the windows. No more 
little “slits” as on the Pullman Standard 
and Bombardier cars. These cars also 
have maroon 3/2 flipover seats, which I 
found very comfortable. 1 can’t wait for 
my first ride in them. 

NJT customer service had a table in 
the concourse piled high with all sorts of 
timetables and promotional brochures. 

Only four new NJT rail timetables were 
issued effective Sep 29: M&E, Montclair/ 
Boonton, Main/Bergen and Pascack Val- 
ley. The NEC and North Jersey Coast Line 
are still dated Sep 7, while Raritan Valley 
and Atlantic City remain at Aug 3. 

Besides the new HBLR timetable ef- 
fective that day, they had the Metro- 
North “West of Hudson” timetable for Port 
Jervis and Pascack Valley lines that were 
also effective the 29°. At that table it 
looked like a constant “grab fest!” 

As part of the Festival, NY Waterway 
ran free waterfront rides beginning at 
noon and running hourly until Spm. They 
ran down the Hudson River to the Statue 
of Liberty and return. It was a 45-min trip 
in perfect sunny weather. 

Shortly after 5pm I decided to take 
advantage of the free HBLR rides. On the 
HBLR platform many folks were waving 
their tickets around wondering where to 
boink them. “Just get on,” they were told. 
I had a most enjoyable ride down to 34" 
St Bayonne, where upon looking south I 
could see lots of orange fencing, indicat- 
ing that work on the extension to 22" 
Street has begun. 

1 stayed on for the ride back to Hobo- 


ken, where the car arrived with standees. _ 


It had been a great day and most enjoy- 
able. It will be interesting to observe reg- 
ular HBLR operations. You can bet I'll 
soon be back for that, as well as a ride on 
the new electric service from NY direct to 
Montclair Heights in the new cars.—Bob 
Underwood. 

Montclair-Boonton Line timetable 
effective Sep 29 features all-day train 
service between Montclair Heights and 
NY/Hoboken. For many years this line 
was rush-hours only. 

On Fri, Sep 13 in Hoboken in the eve- 
ning rush hours these timetables were 


actually being “hawked” by a “barker.” A 
table was set up outside Customer Serv- 
ice and there were two cartons of the new 
timetables. When someone asked about 
other new timetables, he was told that 
they will be available in another week, 
but these are available now because they 
are “most important.” 

When arriving at Hoboken on a train 
from Bay St. Montclair, I spotted a test 
train on the Hudson Bergen Light Rail 
line. When I pointed it out to the conduc- 
tor, he became more excited than I was, 
if that’s possible, and raced into the en- 
gineer’s cab to point out the car to him!— 
Bob Underwood. 


Two tropical storms, Isidore Sep 
25-26 and Hurricane Lili Oct 3, affected 
transportation and passenger trains in tne 
New Orleans area. In both storms, 
Amtrak train service was disrupted, with 
annulments and other disruptions to the 
Crescent, City of New Orleans and Sunset 
Limited. 


A Bombardier employee operating a 
test train on an elevated part of PATH’s 
light rail line between a subway station at 
Howard Beach and Kennedy Airport in 
Queens NY was killed when his train, 
empty except for concrete blocks to sim- 
ulate passenger weight, derailed on a 
curves. It hit a guideway wall, apparently 
causing the concrete blocks to shift and 
strike him. The 3-car train was said to be 
running at a higher speed than used in 
previous tests. Tests of the AjirTrain are 
being suspended pending an investiga- 
tion of the Sep 27 crash. 

Some Hampton Roads VA citizens 
are alarmed about a transportation refer- 
endum on the Nov 5 ballot that would 
increase the sales tax by 1% to fund road 
projects. The part they worry about is 
$200 million of the total for public transit, 
the projects that the sum would fund be- 
ing unstated. And some Virginia Beach 
voters worry that the money would go to 
build light rail, an option they rejected in 
a vote three years ago. 


MIXED NEWS ITEMS 


An Amtrak engineer saved the life of a 
motorist Sep 29 when he slowed his 
Pacific Surfliner train from 90 to 55mph 
near San Onofre CA before striking a 
Minivan that had spun off the nearby 
freeway and was sitting on the tracks. 
The female driver reportedly made an 
unsafe turn, causing her vehicle to leave 
the freeway. The train slowing gave her 
just enough time to emerge unhurt from 
her van, which was then struck and burst 
into flames. There were no injuries... 

Amtrak schedule changes effective Oct 
27 will include a change to the westbound 
Three Rivers, which will lv NY at 1:45pm 
instead of the present 12:15. It will reach 
Chicago at 9:20am. The eastbound train 
has no significant change, and neither do 
the Capito! Limited and Cardinal. Train 
851 will reportedly operate Indianapolis- 
Chicago separately from train 51, the 
Cardina/, and later than the scheduled 
times for no. 51... 

A Senior Director will be in charge of 
Amtrak’s new Food & Beverage operation, 
and there will be two Directors also. The 
F&B operations group (Service Delivery 
Dept) will have about 50 people, who will 
oversee one food vendor and develop first 
class amenities; but not including menu 
planning, which is done by a different 
Director.—Gene Poon... 


Cascades trains of the Pacific North- 
west will have their train numbers chang- 
ed with the Oct 27 timetable to fall in the 
range 500-516, freeing up some 700- 
series numbers for California service 
expansions... 

The Capito! Corridor will add a tenth 
ae train Oakland-Sacramento Oct 

The Alaska Railroad planned to cut 
back service on its Hurricane train, which 
is a flag-stop RDC run to remote areas. 
However, a campaign of protest caused 
the railroad to relent and keep the 
service... 

New York City will get its new Penn 
Station. The project to convert the USPS’‘s 
Farley Building into a new station got 
bogged down after 9/11/2001, when the 
Postal Service decided it needed the site. 
However, the state managed to persuade 
the USPS to sell them the building for 
about $230 million (early Oct announce- 
ment). The project will require five years.. 


Carson City, Nevada tourism officials 
are considering raising the room tax to 
provide $25 million for rebuilding the 
Virginia & Truckee Railroad, a tourist 
attraction, as a stimulant to the economy. 


RTN 650 Sep 15, 2002—page 5 


NY Times in an important editorial Sep 30 
titled “Keep the Trains Running’, said “It is time 
for Congress and the Bush Administration to 
stop playing games with Amtrak's future. They 
must either provide national passenger rail 
service with adequate resources, or ack- 
nowledge their failure to give the country the 
vital transportation network it needs.” 


NEWS IN THIS ISSUE IS UPDATED 
THROUGH OCTOBER 7, 2002. Contrib- 
utors to this issue not otherwise identified 
include Robert Abraham, Alan Feinstein, 
Gene Poon, Ray Saunders, Barry Stein- 
berg, Ed Von Nordeck and Walter Zullig. 


MIDWEST REPORT 


fficials said that an Illinois postal 
Overs left Chicago via Amtrak in 

early October and traveled to NY, 
where he fired seven shots at the UN 
Building. The man, of Asian descent, then 
tossed around pamphlets critical of the 
North Korea government. He was 
arrested. Officials reported that since 
Amtrak has no metal detectors, he could 
bring his .357 revolver with him on the 
train. There were no injuries. 

A Midwestern Amtrak user posted 
the following account on the Internet: I 
travel.on Amtrak frequently from Milwau- 
kee to Chicago roundtrip. I am a member 
of the Guest Rewards program and have 
the number written on the back of my 
business card in my wallet. Generally, I 
buy the RT ticket in Milwaukee from an 
agent, or I buy the ticket from a machine 
in Chicago (due to lines at the ticket win- 
dow). 

Yesterday I was in Chicago and need- 
ed a one-way ticket. I attempted to use 
two ticket machines; both machines did 
not function, and advised me to “see an 
agent.” That was after 15mins of entering 
my credit card, AAA card, Guest Rewards 
number, selecting dates, etc. I tried both 
machines twice. I waited in line at the 
window. I walked up to the rep and gave 
him my drivers license, credit card, AAA 
card and my business card with the Guest 
Rewards number written on the back. He 


entered all info and then said, “You need 
to keep your Guest Rewards cars with 
you.” I said my wallet had too many 
cards and the number is right there. He 
said again that I needed to keep the card 
with me. 

Since the agents in Milwaukee never 
ask for the card and since I can buy tick- 
ets from the machines without having my 
card with me (when the machines work), 
I told him this. He replied, “Go get it from 
the machine then.” I said the machine 
wasn’t working and that he was being 
rude about it. He said, “You told me you 
could go get it from the machine, so go 
get it.” I told him he was being a jerk 
about it. He said, “I'll be more than a 
jerk. I'll be an *******,” T asked him 
who his manager was. He said, “He’s over 
there.” He pointed into space. Then he 
yelled “Next!”. I left the line and went to 
the customer service window. I explained 
the situation, but this rep could not figure 
out how to process the order. He called 
the other agent for help. While he was 
trying to figure out how to work the com- 
puter, I searched for a backup/emeraen- 
cy ticket in my briefcase. I found one. I 
told him to cancel the order and I left. 

The first rep went beyond being un- 
helpful. He was absolutely rude. I would 
suggest using the machines to buy tickets 
avoiding the ticket counter in Chicago. 


RAIL CANADA 


IA Rail’s Vancouver Island service 
\ J verveen Victoria and Courtenay, 

the E&N rail line, will keep running 
indefinitely. It was announced Sep 26 
that owner Rail America does not want to 
sell the line in the current market, so will 
keep the train running. There were 
apparently other reasons for the change 
of plans on the part of Rail America, but 
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the company did not reveal them. The 
company also did not say whether it 
would attempt to sell the rail line in the 
future, in better economic conditions. 

Travelers from the US to Canada 
may expect slow Customs procedures. 
The Canadian Customs officers are 
engaged in a labor dispute and are slow- 
ing down their work. This is know to be 
true at airports, and might be the case 
also with passenger trains. 


The Coast Starlight at 3.8 
cents per mile 


The southbound Coast Starlight descends the Cuesta Grade and its famous 


By Jim Russell 


horseshoe curve on Sep 28. See also photo on p. 17. Photos by RTN. 


(6 C isin than staying home” was our 
first thought upon seeing the Rail Sale 
special fare on Amtrak’s Web site: 

$9.80 one way from Emeryville to San Luis 

Obispo, or 3.8 cents per mile for Amtrak's 

premier train, the Coast Starlight. The page 

noted that eight seats were available, so | 
immediately snapped one up for the going trip 
and another for the return, on Sep 28 and 29. It 
would be a nice chance to see relatives in SLO. 

Saturday the 28" was, like the several days 
preceding it, overcast and chilly. Perhaps the 
weather would be warmer farther south. 

The Starlight has gained among railfans the 
nickname “Coast Starlate” recently because of 
its habitual poor timekeeping. But today luck 
had it that the train was only about 10mins late. 
We were quickly on our way, and as we made 
our stop at Oakland Jack London Square, a 
northbound Capito! Corridor train pulled in, leav- 
ing when we did, at 8:53. 

We had aboard a woman narrating our trip. 
Apparently she does this only on Saturdays. 
She didn't overtalk, and gave interesting infor- 
mation, such as a story about the ghost town of 
Drawbridge, which we passed at 9:42 in the 
South Bay by the salt flats. Some of the old 
shacks that constituted the town were still there 
alongside the track. 

Beyond San Jose we saw a glimmer of sun 
as we passed through Gilroy, the southern end 
of the Caltrain line, at 10:58. Seventeen minutes 
later the narrator told we were passing over the 
San Andreas Fault, which was the source of a 
5.5 earthquake not long ago. She added, “But 
don't worry—there's none scheduled for today.” 


As we passed through the interesting Elk- 
horn Slough wildlife refuge near Monterey Bay 
around 11:30, the narrator pointed out a group 
of six or eight sea otters about 200 feet from our 
train. 

We reached Salinas at 11:48 and left at five 
minutes later, now only seven minutes late. At 
Salinas the narrator told us that that location is 
the “number one spot for leaving people behind” 
on this train route. She urged smokers to stay 
close to the train as they took their nicotine 
breaks. Then she told us that the Salinas Valley 
is the “bumpiest part of the whole trip”, a fact 
that she thought was due to a lot of freight train 
activity. 

Agriculture seems to have expanded since 
our last trip through this valley. In many places 
the valley seemed wall-to-wall green growing 
plants, in contrast with the dry California hills 
surrounding it. 

At 11:57 we noticed an ex-Santa Fe dome 
car on an industrial siding. The sun was coming 
out now, with broken clouds. It was good to see 
the brightness after several days. 

We passed Mission San Miguel at 1:43pm, 
close to the tracks, and noted by the narrator. 
Unexplained was a group of classic autos 
parked around the mission. At 1:53 we were in 
Paso Robles, with its new station. We were 
running ahead of schedule. 

Shortly after, the conductor's voice was 
heard on the P.A. warning someone that “it is a 
federal offence to smoke on this train! If | have 
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you removed, you're going to jail! So please 
don't smoke.” 

After the Salinas Valley, the line climbs so 
gradually into the Santa Lucia Mountains that 
one hardly notices the grade. What was more 
noticeable was that the sky was becoming over- 
cast, with clouds even lower than those we had 
left. And at Santa Margarita the ground was wet 
with recent rainfall. 

At 2:29 we entered the summit tunnel, the 
first in a series leading to the famous horseshoe 
curve above San Luis Obispo. The narrator duly 
alerted us to the coming tunnels, telling us how 
the summit is crossed in the middle of the first 
tunnel (“see if you can tell when the train starts 
going downhill.”) | could imagine some railfan 
wags thinking that the train has been going 
downhill ever since the Warrington administra- 
tion took over. 

As we emerged from the first tunnel, it was 
obvious that the low clouds would not allow for 
a really crisp view of the picturesque mountains 
around San Luis. 

We pulled into the city at 3:02, about on 
time, and would have been earlier except for 
stopping for a few minutes on the outskirts 
(“probably due to some traffic up ahead.”) 

San Luis was damp with earlier rain, but the 
weather was pleasant and pretty mild, and on 
the following day, when we would make our 
return trip, the clouds gradually cleared 


Returning the next day, a family member 
accompanied me. We had to rush to the station 
for the scheduled 3:43pm departure. From the 
auto. a cell phone call to Julie. Amtrak's elec- 
tronic 800-number voice, revealed that the Star- 
light was on time. The train was nearly full, but a 
coach attendant assigned us seats together. 
We left exactly on time. | learned later that the 
train had reached SLO at 3:05, for a long dwell 
time. 

From the Sightseer lounge | watched the 
ascent of the Cuesta Grade, this time in brilliant 
sunlight. There was no narrator on this trip, but 
the scenery could speak for itself. 

Our full train contrasted with yesterday's 
southbound, which was lightly patronized. The 
conductor had remarked then, “I don't think 
we're going to have more than 100 today.” 

Our luck in hitting on-time trains was high- 
lighted by our meeting with today’s southbound, 
in the Salinas Valley at 5:29. There was a lot of 
dispatcher re-arranging to do involving a long 
southbound freight, no. 11 and our train. When 
the other Starlight finally squeezed by, it was 
running about four hours late. Later information: 
it suffered an engine problem near Dunsmuir, 
delaying it 1.5 hours, and then the lateness 
propagated itself like a family of rabbits. 

We had a 5:30 dinner, selecting chicken a 
l'orange and a small $8 bottle of cabernet from 
a Paso Robles winery. The one meal, at $23.75, 


gy Cost more than our roundtrip fare. 


At Salinas, at 7:16, we were now about 45 
mins late, thanks to the meet with no. 11. We 
reached Oakland at 9:48, just 13mins late (we 
gained some time by shortening the San Jose 
stop), and finally Emeryville at 10:20, 15mins 
late. 

The whole round trip was a delight, with 
nothing to complain about except that on Satur- 
day a woman two seats behind me had made 
some long cell phone calls, talking loud and 
peppering her speech liberally with four-letter 
words, filling her conversation with hostile and 
negative comments about her family and friends 


| and even the person on the other end, who 
| seemed to be Saying little, since the overheard 
E conversation was nearly nonstop. | was relieved 
|, when she detrained at Salinas. 


Back in the Bay Area after this short but very 


| pleasant and very reasonably-priced vacation, 
# we were back to cool, overcast weather. We 


must plan more southerly Startight trips. 


Left: Coast Starlight passengers in the 
Sightseer lounge watch their train ascend the 
Cuesta Grade just north of San Luis Obispo CA 
on Sep 29. On horseshoe curves such as this, 
conductors and narrators are fond of pointing 
out that those sitting near one end of the train 


aa Can watch the other end moving in the opposite 
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direction they are moving This days train 
carried one express car at the rear 


ee es 
WEST COAST REPORT 


mtrak President David L. Gunn 
Aeers at a ceremony at the 

Oakland Amtrak station Sep 27, 
along with various local officials and 
politicians. The event marked the start of 
an $88 million project between Oakland 
and San Jose to increase track capacity 
and open a station at the Oakland 
Coliseum (currently served by BART). 
State and local funds will be used. 

BART’s San Francisco Airport line 
is due to open in Jan. The 8.7-mile exten- 
sion that starts at the Colma station will 
have four stations: South San Francisco, 
San Bruno, San Francisco International 
Airport and Millbrae. San Bruno officials 
asked BART to name their station “San 
Bruno/Tanforan Park”, but BART declined. 
BART said it didn’t want to promote com- 
mercial enterprises in its station names 
(Tanforan was a race track, and now a 
mall). And it didn’t help that San Bruno 
had been awarded $27 million in a suit 
against BART over eminent domain 
issues. 

The Pacific Surfliners were being 
disrupted Oct 4-5 by bridge replacement 
work between San Juan Capistrano and 
San Clemente. Those days, some trains 
would operate only from Irvine north, 
with buses filling in. 

Rail Passenger Ass’n of Calif. is 
lobbying for passage of Proposition 51 on 
the Nov 2002 ballot. Explaining it, Rail- 
PAC said: 

Developed by rail and other transportation 
advocates, it would allocate part of the sales tax 
on motor vehicles to transportation purposes. It 
iS sponsored by the Planning and Conservation 
League, which worked with us to pass Prop 116 
in 1990, providing $2 billion for passenger rail 
transportation throughout California. 

Prop. 51 includes the following annual fund- 
ing for rail transportation, and these amounts 
would increase as motor vehicle sales increase: 

$36 million for intercity rail construction and 
operations. 
$36 million for rail rehabilitation, security and 
improvements. 
$36 million for rail grade separations. 
$146 million for transit operations, including 
light and commuter rail. 
$155 million for transit capital, including light 
and commuter rail. 
$146 million for traffic congestion relief 


projects, including many rail projects. 
$27 million for transit-oriented development 
projects, mainly at rail stations. 

This is an absolute incredible bonanza for 
California rail transportation, and represents the 
greatest infusion of state funding for passenger 
rail construction and operation in our state’s 
history. It will quickly far exceed even the fund- 
ing provided by Prop. 116. 

Examples of rail projects which will be fund- 
ed if Prop. 51 passes include new rail service 
from L.A. & Orange Counties to Palm Springs, 
extension of light rail service to eastern L.A. 
County, light rail extension to Sacramento In- 
ternational Airport, extension of Caltrain to 
downtown San Francisco and reconstruction of 
the Transbay Terminal, and dozens of other rail 
projects. throughout California. You can see 
your county's benefits at www.voteyesonprop51 
.org. 

RailPAC seeks donations to publicize 
the proposition. Their address is 1169 
Market St, #142, San Francisco 94103. 

A transit village is under construc- 
tion in Richmond CA, to include 231 town- 
houses, commercial areas and a parking 
garage. The $100 million project has local 
and state funding, and will be completed 
in three years. BART donated to the city 
of Richmond five acres adjacent to its 
station for a five-story parking garage. 
The village is designed to help some of 
Contra Costa County’s lowest-income 
residents. Negotiations are underway for 
three more such projects at BART stations 
including one at West Oakland. 

San Francisco Muni project man- 
ager Donald Chee, who directed the F 
Line streetcar project, died Aug 26 in San 
Francisco. His death is considered a great 
loss by those who worked with him. 

Arthur Lloyd, former Amtrak Public 
Affairs head for the West and a long-time 
member of the Caltrain policy board, has 
been awarded Amtrak’s prestigious Presi- 
dent’s Service and Safety Award. He is 
being honored as “Champion of the Rails” 
according to an early Sep release. He vol- 
unteers his time for many transportation- 
related organizations, as board member 
of the Cal. State RR Museum Foundation, 
board chairman of Calif. Operation Life- 
saver, and facilitator for the San Joaquin 
Valley Rail Committee. 
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The Coast Starlight’s stop in 
Dunsmuir CA might be changed to Mount 
Shasta. Reports are that a decision needs 
to be made by Dec 1. A problem arose 
when UP moved its crew quarters out of 
the historic Dunsmuir depot to a different, 
nearby location. Since train times there 
are mostly in darkness (2:20am southbd 
and 5:04am northbd), passengers must 
wait on the platform at the unoccupied 
building. Amtrak does not want this 
situation, particularly in the winter, and is 
asking “significant improvements” in lieu 
of moving the stop elsewhere, possibly 
out of Siskiyou County altogether. 

Mount Shasta sees this as an 
opportunity to acquire Amtrak service and 
is investigating options. And Dunsmuir is 
considering renovations to the building, 
but must deal with owner UP and its 
snail-like speed of response. 

Dunsmuir officials reported that 4000- 
5000 people annually use the depot, most 
of them local residents. They feel that 
tourism should pick up, however, in the 
present travel climate when domestic 
travel has more attractions. 

Amtrak Thruway Bus service to 
New-port Beach and Laguna Beach CA will 
end Oct 27, Amtrak said in an Oct 1 
memo. The last day of service to these 
locations is Oct 26. The change is being 
made because of low ridership. The buses 
connected with the Pacific Surfliners at 
San Juan Capistrano and the San 
Joaquins at Bakersfield. Bus service to 
Long Beach and San Pedro will continue 
via Los Angeles. Amtrak said that 
Newport Beach customers ‘can use Santa 
Ana or Irvine, while San Juan Capistrano 
and Irvine are the nearest stations to 
Laguna Beach. The change will result in 
San Pedro receiving two more bus round 
trips. 

Amtrak announced a “Rail 2 Rail” 
partnership with Metrolink and Caltrans 
on Sep 5. The program is designed to 
give Southern California travelers more 
rail travel options. Under it, Amtrak and 
Metrolink will accept certain tickets issued 
from each other, giving the passengers of 
both railroads more trains to meet their 
needs. 

The program replaces Metrolink’s 
“Step-Up” coupon program. Under that 
program, Metrolink monthly pass holders 
on the Ventura and Orange County lines 
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purchased “Step-Up” coupons that allow- 
ed them to ride on certain Amtrak trains. 
With Rail 2 Rail, those coupons will no 
longer be needed. Metrolink monthly pass 
holders on the above lines will be able to 
ride any Amtrak Pacific Surfliner train or 
Amtrak bus within the trip limits of their 
pass for no additional charge. 

Similarly, any Amtrak Pacific Surfliner 
passengers will be able to ride any Metro- 
link train within the limits of their ticket at 
no additional charge. Also, those Metro- 
link users will be able to ride the above 
Amtrak trains on weekends, when there is 
no Metrolink service on the above lines. 

Another benefit of Rail 2 Rail is that 
both Metrolink and Amtrak will accept any 
of each other’s fare media valid for travel 
between Los Angeles Union Station and 
the Burbank Airport station. 

Southwest Airlines Promotion: While 
Rail 2 Rail is a Metrolink/Amtrak/Caltrans 
partnership, Southwest Airlines - the 
premier carrier at Burbank Airport - is 
helping promote the program among its 
passengers by offering them _ the 
opportunity to ride between the Burbank 
Airport and downtown Los Angeles on 
either Amtrak or Metrolink for free during 
the first 90 days of the program. 


eee 

The Discovery Institute, describec 
as a “center-right” think tank based in 
Seattle, is headed by Bruce Chapman, 
one of the Amtrak Reform Council’s mem- 
bers. He says he hates Amtrak but loves 
passenger trains. He wants to involve 
British Columbia and other Canadian poli- 
ticians in forming an international train 
service that would allow Vancouver BC to 
Los Angeles passenger service without 
change of trains. 

Yosemite Park Superintendent 
David Mihalic, appointed under the Clin- 
ton Administration to speed up the Yose- 
mite plan for minimizing auto use in the 
park, is being replaced by Mike Tollefson, 
now chief of Great Smoky Mountains Ntl 
Park, in a move that Yosemite watchers 
fear is designed by the Bush Administra- 
tion to drag its feet on the planned chan- 
ges. However, some environmentalists 
think that the National Park Service is 
committed to the plan and that the 
transfer of Mihalic will make no differ- 
ence. Tollefson has also been head of 
nearby Sequoia and Kings Canyon Nation- 
al Parks. 


Convention 


Bias Bek 


The first official event of the NRHS convention was this steam-powered excursion from bx: to 


Canyon Rails 2002: The 2002 NRHS 


By Alex Mayes 


“ie 


af eae AZ. Here the train is climbing Cajon Pass, rounding a curve near the summit. Evidence 
: is ire that swept through Cajon Pass in mid-July, 2002 is still present at the summit, as the 
andscape Is covered with charred ruins of desert plants, visible for miles. Photos by the author. 


his year’s convention of the National 
Railway Historical Society was very 
different from recent conventions, as 
the opening event occurred in Los Angel- 
es, and the convention itself was based in 
Williams, Arizona, 508 miles to the east. 
The convention officially began at Los 
Angeles Union Station when a special 
steam-powered excursion train, powered 
by former Santa Fe 4-8-4 No. 3751 
pulled out on Aug 19 and headed east on 
Metrolink’s San Gabriel Sub to San Bern- 
ardino. The train carried 12 private cars, 
including two half-length domes and a 
tool car to Support the 3751. Also includ- 
ed in the consist was Doyle McCormack’s 
auxiliary tender for ex-SP Daylight No. 
4449, now painted black with “Let’s Roll” 
lettered on its sides. Coupled behind this 
tender were Amtrak Genesis locomotives 
Nos. 4 and 7, which provided head-end 
power for the passenger cars, as well as 


arrival at San Bernardino, the 
as dropped off and a 
ooerd, and the steam 


special began its climb up Cajon Pass just 
to the north. ‘ 

About halfway up the pass the train 
suddenly went into an emergency brake 
application, and crew members scrambled 
to tie down the hand brakes on some of 
the cars due to the steep grade. A quick 
inspection revealed that a metal fitting on 
a brake pipe on car “Pine Tree State” had 
broken, and the mechanical crew immedi- 
ately started to make repairs. 

: In about 45mins the problem was 
fixed, and after making the required 
Drake test, the steam special started back 
up the grade and reached the summit 
about 2:30pm, running about two hours 
fate. There were about 200 photographers 
at the summit, including myself, and the 
magnificent 4-8-4 looked great as it 
rounded the curve on its final approach to 
the summit. 

Once the train cleared Cajon Pass, its 
speed quickly increased and soon it was 
up to its 7Omph authorized speed, with a 
huge caravan of chasers in pursuit. The 
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On the third day of the convention, Aug 21, an excursion was operated for convention attendees 


on the Verde Canyon Railroad, located about 40 miles south of Williams AZ. This tourist line 
operates over a former Santa Fe branch between Clarkdale and Perkinsville AZ—about 20 
miles. The scenery on the line is spectacular, with many bridges and fills, and the trains pass 
within a few feet of 500-foot high red rock walls of the Verde Canyon. The power for this train is 
a pair of EMD FP7s painted ina stunning turquoise and beige scheme, with huge bald eagles 
painted on the flanks of the locomotives. The NRHS convention special is seen here westbound 
en route to Perkinsville on one of several trestles about four miles west of Clarkdale. 


next stop was Barstow, where the 3751's 
bearings were lubricated and its tenders 
topped off with water. The servicing took 
longer than expected due to problems 
with an aif-powered grease gun, and the 
passenger extra departed Barstow at 
5:58pm, 2hrs, 58mins later than the 
scheduled departure time. 

East of Barstow the BNSF’s ex-Santa 
Fe main closely parallels Interstate 40, 
and we paced the 3751 for'several miles, 
and noted that our speedometer read 
8imph for about 15mins of pacing. The 
next stop was at Siberia CA, east of Lud- 
low, which is a very remote area in the 
middle of the Mojave Desert, to again 
service the 3751. This stop was originally 
scheduled to be in Cadiz, but due to the 
late hour the crew asked to stop at 
Siberia so there would be sufficient light 
to perform the servicing. 

After this stop, the train proceeded to 
Needles, the first day’s destination, with 
arrival after midnight, over five hours 
late. 

The following morning, the train de- 
parted Needles at noon, two hours later 
than scheduled, to allow the crew and 
passengers sufficient rest after the previ- 
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ous night’s late arrival. At Kingman AZ, a 
quick crew change was made, and the 
steam special continued east to Valentine, 
where the BNSF dispatcher put the train 
into a siding so a servicing stop could be 
made. Following this stop, the 3751 head- 
ed to Peach Springs for another servicing 
stop, and then proceeded to Williams 
junction, backing down to Williams on 
BNSF’s Phoenix Sub, commonly known as 
the “Peavine Line”, arriving at 7:15, three 
hours and 45mins late. : 

Despite assurances that runbys would 
be held on each day of the inbound trip, 
there were no runbys conducted on either 
day, which greatly annoyed many of the 
passengers. Also, passengers were not 
permitted off the train either day during 
servicing stops, most of which were over 
an hour long. 


he first trip out of Williams was on 

Aug 21 on the Verde Canyon 
Railroad, about 40 miles south of 
Willams. Six buses took about 380 
passengers to Clarkdale AZ, where they 
boarded the train at the newly con- 
structed passenger depot. This railroad 
runs regularly-scheduled passenger 
excursions between Clarkdale and Perk- 


insville, about 20 miles to the west, over 
a former Santa Fe branch line. The line 
goes another 20 miles beyond Perkinsville 
to Drake; however, passenger trains do 
not go beyond Perkinsville due to 
extremely close clearances with rock walls 
in canyons. 

The main attraction of this railroad for 
many railfans is its power, which is a pair 
of EMD FP7s painted in a stunning tur- 
quoise and beige scheme with two huge 
bald eagles painted on the engines’ 
flanks. The scenery on this line is also 
quite spectacular, with 500-foot tall red 
rock canyon walls rising just a few feet 
from the train as it passes through many 
narrow canyons. 

The NRHS conventioneers rode in the 
Verde Canyon’s regular equipment, and 
the train went to Perkinsville and back. 
Passengers were assured there would be 


photo runbys on this trip; however, as we 
boarded the train we were advised that 
due to extremely hazardous fire condit- 
ions on the route we would not be permit- 
ted off the train. Since the line is extreme 
-ly isolated with no parallel roads, obtain- 
ing photos chasing the train would be 
impossible. 

At Perkinsville the two FP7s were run 
around the equipment and coupled onto 
the rear of the train for the trip back to 
Clarkdale. Upon our arrival at Clarkdale, 
we learned that two of the six buses that 
brought us from Williams were out of ser- 
vice due to mechanical problems, and a 
crew was en route to try to make repairs. 


On Aug 22 the Grand Canyon Sunset Excursion took conventioneers to the South Rim of the 


The temperature was 104 degrees and 
several passengers had to wait in the 
asphalt parking lot until the buses were 
repaired. 

Later that evening, a night photo ses- 
sion was held in the yards of the Grand 
Canyon Railway at 9pm. This session was 
conducted quite differently from most 
night photo sessions, as once the 80 pho- 
tographers had a photo line established, 
the line did not move, and the equipment 
to be photographed was moved around in 
front of us instead. 

This was a most practical and safe 
way to accomplish this, as no one sprain- 
ed an ankle stepping into a hole, no one 
tripped over sagebrush, and no one was 
bitten by a rattlesnake. Six different 
scenes were illuminated, including the 
3751 with a string of Harriman coaches; 
the 3751 next to the Grand Canyon Rail- 
way’s ex-CB&Q 2-8-2 No. 4960; the 
3751, 4960 and the Grand Canyon Rail- 
way’s ex-LS&I 2-8-0 No. 18 side by side; 
and set of A and B MILW FPA-4 diesels 
and Harriman coaches; Amtrak Genesis 
locos Nos. 4 and 7 and the two MILW 
FPA-4s; and lastly an A-B-B-A set of 
MILW FPA-4s. Lighting was done with 
Lumedyne strobe flashes, provided by 
Steve Barry, John Biehn, Kermit Geary, 
Alex Mayes and John Tully. The Grand 
Canyon Railway crews turned on the mar- 
ker lights and flashed the headlights on 
the locomotives to add a creative touch to 
the scenes. 


Grand Canyon for a five-hour visit and to watch the sun set over the Canyon at 7:09pm. The 
special train was powered by an A-B-B-A set of MILW Alco-design FPA-4s that the Grand 
Canyon Railroad acquired from VIA Rail when the engines were retired. The passenger special 
departed Williams at 12:30, and is seen here about a half-mile north of the Williams station as it 


began its 63-mile trip to the South Rirn. 
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n the fourth day of the convention, 
Ox: 22, there was a shop tour of 
the Grand Canyon Railway, a sem- 
inar on the history of the Harvey Girls, 
and a bus tour for non-railfans to Flag- 
staff. However, the main event of the day 
was the “Grand Canyon Sunset Excursion” 
to the South Rim of the Grand Canyon. 
This trip departed Williams at 12:30pm 
and featured an A-B-B-A set of MILW FPA 
~-4 diesels. The passenger special arrived 
at the South Rim at 3:30 and passengers 
had about five hours to walk around the 
shops and enjoy a leisurely dinner, and 
then watch the sun set over the Grand 
Canyon at 7:09pm before boarding the 
train back to Williams at 8:15. 


riday Aug 23 was the traditional 
Presse day” of the convention, with 

no trips or other major events plan- 
ned during the day. The NRHS Annual 
Banquet was heid at 7pm at the Mountain 
Side Inn banquet hall, which seats about 
400 and is the largest such facility in 
Wiiliams. 

The banquet began with Bill Baugh- 
man, the convention bus and tour mana- 
ger, making a few opening remarks and 
recognizing the many members of the 
Grand Canyon Chapter NRHS who worked 
hard to plan the convention, including his 
wife Mozeile, who was the registrar, Ervin 
White, the.convention chairman, and sev- 
éral others. Bill also thanked the San Ber- 
nardino Railroad Historical Society for the 
use of their ex-Santa Fe 4-8-4 No. 3751, 
the 3751's crew, Amtrak, BNSF and 
others who had worked hard to make the 
convention a success. * 

Next, NRHS CEO Grey Molloy took the 
podium and thanked Bill and Mozelle for 
their participation in the convention‘’s 
planning and operation, as well as other 
members of the Grand Canyon Chapter 
and others. Greg emphasized that dealing 
with the railroads invoived to operate the 
trips and obtaining insurance were major 
issues that required a significant amount 
of time and effort to resolve. He then 
thanked al! the national NRHS officers. 

The banquet speaker was Michaei 
Broggie, whose father Roger started as a 
machinist with the Walt Disney company 
in 1928 and created the original miniature 
train that ran around Disneyland, anc 
also worked on many other locomotives 
and roiling stock for Walt Disney. Mr. 
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Broggie provided a very interesting and 
in-depth biography of Walt Disney, who 
had an intense interest in railroads. The 
railroad that ran around Disneyland was 
the first attraction there, and Walt Disney 
himself was the engineer of the first run 
around the park. Mr. Broggie showed sev- 
eral short film clips of Walt Disney oper- 
ating steam trains at Disneyland and 
other places, with several scenes of Ward 
Kimball in them, a well-known raiifan who 
also worked as an animator for Walt Dis- 
ney in the early years, and who recently 
passed away. 


n &éug 24 a special steam-powered 
Oven was operated or 

conventioneers from Williams to 
the South Rim and back. The consist vas 
the same 12 private cars that were on the 
trip from L.A., and the train departed 
Williams with ATSF No. 3751 only, with 
the two Amtrak Genesis iocos coupied 
onto the rear to provide HEP. The train 
headed north up this former Santa Fe 
branch to milepost 44.9, where 4 dou-ble 
photo runby was held. The first runby was 
with just the 3751; however, there was 
no smoke whatsoever from the stack on 
this runby, a major disappointment. 

Next, the train continued north, leav- 
ing the passengers on the ground here, 
and the Grand Canyon Railway’s 4960, 
which was in a nearby siding, was coup- 
led ahead of the 3751. The train backed 
down to milepost 44.9, and another runby 
was held with the 3751 and 4960 double- 
headed; however, this time plenty of 
smoke came fram both engines. 

After re-boarding, we continued north 
to the South Rim, and upon reaching the 
wye there the steam locos were uncoup- 
led and our train was wyed using the 
Genesis engines in the push mode. We 
had a two-hour layover at the South Rim, 
which gave everyone ample time to view 
the canyon from the many overlooks, 
browse through the gift shops and watch 
the abundant wildlife. 

Just before the train departed for the 
southbound trip back to Williams, the 
4960 pulled out and ran light to a siding 
at milepost 42. Our train left at 2:30 and 
proceeded to milepost 42, where ancther 
double runby was held, first with just the 
3751 and then with the 3751 double- 
haaded with the 4960. Both engines had 
huge black plumes of smoke coming from 
their stacks during the doubie-header 


‘ Engine 4960 on the point and engine 375° 
perform a double-headed runby on Aug 24. 


runby; however, there was no smoke on 
the runby with just the 3751. Following 
this runby, the crew of the 3751 was in- 
structed to proceed south to the passing 
siding at Willaha so the Grand Canyon 
Railway’s regular tourist run, which left 
the South Rim about an hour after us, 
could go around our train. 

Arriving at Willaha, we established a 
photo line to record the meet between the 
two steam trains, and about 15mins later 
the regular tourist train with No. 18 in the 
lead, passed by at about 40mph. Once 
this train cleared, a runby with the 3751 
and 4960 was conducted, and then we re- 
boarded and continued southward, next 
stopping at milepost 3 a few minutes 
before sunset. After the passengers got 
off and established a photo line, the train 
backed up and then came forward at 
speed, with lots of smoke, just before the 
sun sank behind a mountain behind us. 
The train did not stop after passing the 
photo line, and about 15mins later is re- 
appeared and backed past the photo line, 
with ex-LS&I 2-8-0 No. 18 coupled ahead 
of the 4960, and our train was now a 
triple-header. Although it was now in total 
darkness, they conducted another runby 
with the three steam engines, and we 
then re-boarded for the trip back to the 
Williams depot. 


he last two days of the convention, 
Aug 25 and 26, a special steam- 
powered train operated between 
Williams and L.A. via BNSF’s Phoenix 
Sub., aka the “Peavine Line”, and the 
Arizona and California Rail-road. The 
power for this train was the 3751 with the 
two Amtrak Genesis locos providing HEP 
and dynamic braking and occasional 
power assistance. 
The train departed the Williams depot 
and proceeded west down the Phoenix 


Sub., with over 100 chasers in pursuit 
and many people standing trackside wav- 
ing and taking photos. After watching the 
scenery and the line ahead from the vest- 
ibule, it quickly became apparent why this 
line is called the “Peavine Line”, as the 
line twists and curves for many miles all 
over the desert. 

At Mathie the steam special left BNSF 
rails and transferred to the Arizona and 
California Railroad, a former Santa Fe 
line. After a service stop at Mathie, the 
train proceeded west over the A&C, and a 
talking defect detector soon informed us 
via our scanners that the temperature 
was 107 degrees. 

The only runbys held on this return 
trip were on the A&C Railroad, and the 
first runby was held at Wenden at 
milepost 44.7. A double runby was held at 
Wenden, with lots of black smoke on both 
of the runbys. The next runby was at 
milepost 100.5, about three miles east of 
Parker AZ, which was our destination for 
the first day’s run. This was without doubt 
the best runby of the entire convention, 
as the photo line was set up on the ridge 
of a hill in the desert looking down on the 
track, and the sun was low and behind us, 
making perfect lighting conditions. The 
train backed up about a mile and then 
came forward, with a huge plume of black 
smoke roaring out of the 3751’s stack. 
We then re-boarded and proceeded to 
Parker, where our buses were waiting to 


take us to the Blue Water Resort and 
Casino for our overnight lodging. 


onday, Aug 26, the final day of the 
M convention, our buses took us to 

the Arizona & California Railroad's 
yards in downtown Parker early in the 
morning for boarding the steam train. The 
yard was full of railfans taking photos of 
the A&C’s grand-and-white GP30s and 
GP35s and other older power. 

After leaving Parker, our train crossed 
the Colorado River about a mile west of 
town, crossing from Arizona into Califor- 
nia. We proceeded across flat, featureless 
desert terrain for many miles at about 15 
mph due to track work and slow orders. 
Since there were no paved roads any- 
where near, there were no chasers to be 
seen for a change. 

We reached Cadiz at 12:18pm, the 
junction with BNSF’s double-track main 
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ais 


The final convention trip, a 2-day rare mileage excursion via the Peavine Line, saw on Aug 25 


this photo runby about three miles east of Parker AZ. The train, with 3751 on the point, backed 
up and charged towards the photographers, discharging a thick black plume of smoke. 


line to L.A., and while the 3751 was being 
serviced we watched BNSF freights speed 
by about 300 feet to the north. When the 
servicing was completed, we pulled onto 
the BNSF main and waited about 20mins 
while several BNSF stack trains raced 
past us. We then departed Cadiz and 
headed west down the BNSF main across 
the desert, with traffic on old Route 66 
visible in the distance. By the time we 
neared Route 66, we were up to 70mph 
again, and we literally left the chasers in 
the dust. : 

The next stop was at the Barstow Am- 
trak station for servicing the 3751, where 
we could leave the train and visit the mu- 
seum of the San Bernardino RR Historical 
Society and watch the steady parade of 
BNSF and Union Pacific freights go by on 
the adjacent tracks. 

Next we proceeded west and blasted 
through Victorville and then about 20 
miles later slowed down to begin the 
descent of Cajon Pass. Interestingly, we 
did not have to stop at the summit to 
have our brakes checked, as all BNSF and 
UP freights do, following two disastrous 
wrecks on Cajon Pass in the late 1980s. 

The BNSF dispatcher routed us down 
the north track down Cajon Pass, which 
put us through two tunnels and around 
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famed Sullivan’s Curve, which is now off 
limits due to severe fire damage. Spec- 
tacular photo ops were had from the ves- 
tibules of the train as it snaked around 
curves descending Cajon Pass as the sun 
was setting. 

Our final stop before arriving at LAUS 
was at San Bernardino for a quick crew 
change, and then we were on our way 
again. Leaving San Bernardino, we were 
routed over the line south of town, which 
is the route of Metrolink and Amtrak’s 
Southwest Chief. We finally arrived in L.A. 
at 9:28pm, almost three hours late. With 
the arrival of this train at the L.A. station, 
the convention was officially concluded. 

This year’s NRHS convention was a 
well-organized and planned event and 
most of the trips and other events run 
well without any major problems. Most 
attendees at the 2002 convention spoke 
very highly of the way the banquet, trips 
and other events were conducted, with 
only a few minor complaints voiced. A 
great amount of thanks goes to the Grand 
Canyon Chapter NRHS, the San Bernard- 
ino Railway Historical Society, BNSF, Am- 
trak, the Grand Canyon Railway, Metro- 
link, the Verde Canyon Railroad, the Ari- 
zona & California Railroad and all other 
organizations who worked to make this 
convention the big success it was. 


IXED TRAIN OF THOUGHTS 


The southbound Coast Starlight rounds the big horseshoe curve on the last miles into San 


Luis Obispo CA on a cloudy Sep 28, 2002. The pointed peaks in this area are morros (for which 
nearby Morro Bay is named), or volcanic cones, of which the exterior soil has eroded away. RTN 


mtrak is discontinuing its 
Arzziszceon Guarantee program 

Nov 1. In an Oct 4 announcement 
Amtrak said: “Effective November 1, 
2002, the Unconditional Service Guaran- 
tee program will be discontinued. 

“Nonetheless, customer satisfaction 
will remain an absolute priority at 
Amtrak, and all of the remaining elements 
of the service success initiative, including 
standard service recovery practices, will 
remain in effect. Transportation certifi- 
cates and refunds will still be issued to 
passengers on a case-by-case basis, in 
the event of serious service failures. 

“The Unconditional Service Guarantee 
shall remain in full effect until October 31, 
2002, but all active promotion of it will 
cease immediately.” 

The above change is one of the latest 
steps by the Gunn administration at Am- 
trak to alter some of the policies of the 
former, Warrington administration. 
Another important change is the elimina- 
tion of unprofitable express service. Why 
was this service not profitable to Amtrak? 
Below, Gene Poon analyzes the situation: 


The proliferation of Amtrak Express in 
the mid/late 1990s was based on 
business plan predictions that did not pan 
out. There was an undeniable need for 
fast, reliable carload freight service, which 
the freight railroads simply were not 
providing. That was the time of the UP/SP 
and BN/SF mergers, and !ater the CR split 
to NS and CSX. Service provided by the 


merged roads was, simply, not good. A 
Railspot post from 1997 detailed how a 
boxcar of cat food took 42 
days to travel from Terminal Island, CA 
(near the Port of Los Angeles) to just 
outside Dallas, TX. on Union Pacific. It 
was that kind of high-revenue freight 
business that Amtrak sought to earn (in 
the case of the cat food, it did). 

Amtrak's response was to jump in with 
all three feet. It listed itself as a freight 
railroad in the freight issue of the Official 
Guide and other industry — trade 
publications. Hundreds of express boxcars 
were ordered. The first batch was needed 
in a hurry and was converted by 
Gunderson from retired Southern 
Pacific/Cotton Belt 50-foot boxcars. The 
rest were new construction by a 
Gunderson affiliate. The RoadRailers, to 
allow Amtrak door-to-door delivery 
capability, followed. 

The freight railroads proved to be 
resistant to the new Amtrak Express 
initiative. Union Pacific openly opposed it, 
and the issue went all the way to the 
Surface Transportation Board, which 
issued a ruling saying Amtrak could 
handle up to 30 cars of freight on a 


Passenger train. BNSF opposed it, too, 


but was content to file some 
Papers in the UP-Amtrak case, and 
Provide some testimony. Once UP 


iost the case, it wasted no time in trying 
to get business away from Amtrak. With 
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its much lower cost structure, it had no 
trouble underbidding Amtrak. 

Performance on premium priced 
contracts improved remarkably; I have 
records of UP operating very short 
trains, or even giving loads to BNSF or to 
over-the-road truckers, to meet contract 
obligations for customers it lured away 
from Amtrak. The aforementioned cat 
food business went back to UP and 
has stayed there. 

Some say that UP then also took the 
stance that Amtrak, as a competitor, was 
not going to get dispatch priority any 
more, especially on UP's busiest line, the 
Sunset Route. I cannot and will not 
comment on this issue. 

BNSF took a different approach. It 
bought into the Amtrak Express initiative. 
They decided to cooperate. There is 
revenue-sharing on every single freight 
load handled on Amtrak over BNSF rails. 
The outward result was good over-the- 
road dispatching for the Southwest 
Chief. The financial result was that the 
net revenue to Amtrak plunged, since 
BNSF was paid off the top. 

Much of Amtrak Express's premium 
priced business turned out to be 
one-directional. The reality of the freight 
business is that high-priority, high-priced 
cargo moves from ports and factories to 
where the materials will be used or 
consumed. Much of this is one-way traffic. 
Amtrak found itself with a surplus of 
empty cars and nothing to put into them 
when they went back for more loads. 

Meanwhile, nobody at Amtrak, perhaps 
due to the company's: bureaucratic 
inertia, expected that the freight roads, 
primarily BNSF and UP, could move so 
fast into the premium freight market, 
seriously eroding Amtrak's market share. 
Shippers still regard Amtrak as a more 
reliable contractor, but when price figures 
into the equation, the freights often came 
out the winners. 

Maintenance costs on the equipment 
took its toll, too. Boxcars designed to run 
65mph were being hauled at 9Omph. 
Things broke. At times, one out of four 
Amtrak Express cars has been 
unserviceable due to mechanical prob- 
lems. The Boxcars also were found to be 
unstable at passenger train speeds. A 
retrofit of every single Express Boxcar 
was mandated, consisting of a damper 
(shock absorber) to add stability to the 
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standard freight car truck design, which is 
dependent upon only friction between its 
components for damping. Then, just 
weeks after that retrofit was placed into 
service, it failed when a_ retrofitted 
bracket cracked. Unmodified cars, or 
those where the modification had to be 
removed, were limited to SOmph when 
empty. Those empty backhaul cars, if run 
empty in passenger trains, would cut the 
speed of the entire train to 5Omph. 
Consider that a train running at 50mph 
instead of 79mph loses about one hour 
for every five hours it operates, and you 
can see how this wreaks havoc on the 
schedule. Sometimes a low-rate joad 
could be found for an empty car, but that 
scenario occurred relatively seldom. More 
of the time, if a car had to go back for 
another load, it got loaded with sandbags. 
Othet cars were marshaled into whole 
trains of empty Amtrak boxcars, and a 
special 50-mph_ train hauled’ by 
a Genesis engine would plod along, 
usually toward Chicago. By the time a 
revised fix was put into service, the 
overall costs had mushroomed. 

This equipment problem doesn't even 
take into account an earlier embargo of 
the 1400-class MHC cars, mostly used in 
mail service, that occurred after the 
Capito! Limited derailed, I believe in late 
1997. The trucks used by Thrall Car when 
the 1400-class were built, were 
secondhand, originally built for Railway 
Express Agency express cars. A truss rod 
failed, causing an express car on the 
Capito! Limited to derail, fortunately not 
derailing the rest of the train 
before the problem was spotted by the 
crew of a freight train. 

Immediately the entire 1400-class 
was embargoed, everywhere but the 
Amtrak Northeast Corridor, since Amtrak 
chose to inspect the trucks and allow the 
cars already on the NEC to run on its own 
property. 

Those cars that were offline simply sat. 
It took many months to implement a fix, 
largely because the part had to be 
redesigned and new ones made. Parts for 
1950's-era Railway Express Agency cars 
are, of course, made of Unobtanium. 

And, all this time, the handling of 
express caused timekeeping problems on 
the passenger trains, annoying both 
passengers and the freight railroad 
dispatchers who could mot count on an 
Amtrak train to show up when it was 
supposed to do so. 


Losses mounted. A lot of anticipated 
business never showed up, most 


going to, or staying with the freights and 
the truckers. The Lake Country Limited; 
Kentucky Cardinal; and the stillborn New 
England States, Skyline Connection, 
Chicago-Des Moines and northern 
Wisconsin service were some _ visible 
examples, but hardly the only 
ones. Many costs borne by Amtrak to 
service the business that never 
came, will never be recovered. Others, 
inctuding such ones as maintaining and 
paying for a switcher job to handle 
express cars at Toledo, dragged costs up. 

Amtrak management under George 
Warrington decided to change horses 
in midstream, effectively replacing Ed 
Ellis, wha had headed Amtrak Mail: and 
Express since being hired by Tom Downs, 
with Lee Sargrad. Ellis stayed on, while 
Sargrad occupied a newly-created Vice 
President job. Sargrad "coincidentally" 
came from Norfolk Southern Triple Crown, 
with which Amtrak Express has a 
cooperative and revenue-sharing arrange- 
ment in the Northeast Corridor. Some 
cries of "“cronyism" were heard at the 
time. 

Things got no better. In fact, they got 
worse, as the freight railroads proved, as 
often is the case in private enterprise, to 
be more agile and efficient than Amtrak. 
This actually began when Amtrak Express 
had its initial flush of success and 
effectively showed the freights how it 
could be done. CSX, viewed by many as a 
bumbling also-ran in the East, killed the 
New England States, a passenger train 
that was to run Boston-Chicago, when it 
got (some say "stoie") a lucrative UPS 
contract that was to finance the train 
for Amtrak. Norfolk Southern blocked 
Amtrak from auto parts business which 
was to run into Chicago and on to 
Janesville on the Lake Country Limited. 
And the 30-car limit on Express, which 
many first viewed as a victory for Amtrak, 
turned into a liability, when it couldn't fill 
more than just a few cars on any route 
except for two, the Three Rivers and 
Southwest Chief; and those two routes 
proved to have more potential than the 
limit on cars allowed. 

Fast forward to 2001-2. While carload 
Express stagnated,  less-than-carload 
package shipments in the baggage cars 
dropped when the Warrington admin- 
istration closed many staffed stations, 


and slashed hours at others, so that there 
would no longer be station employees to 
handle the package express services. 

Amtrak Express has lost money. 
Amtrak can no longer afford to lose that 
money, It also has a serious problem with 
schedule reliability. All these factors have 
prompted new Amtrak president David 
Gunn to do away with the Express 
business. 

(On the other hand, Second Class Mail 
is lucrative for Amtrak and will continue 
to be carried, assuming the current 
route system remains intact. Amtrak and 
the US Postal Service recently inked a 
new contract that calls for even hiaher 
payments to Amtrak, along with higher 
performance standards and penalties for 
noncompliance.)—Gene Poon. 


mtrak has adopted a new menu 
Areas Oct 1. The long-distance 
trains, 1/2, 3/4, 5/6, 7/8, 11/14, 
19/20, 21/22, 27/28, 29/30, 48/49, 
50/51, 58/59, 91/92, 97/98, 421/422 and 
448/449 will all share the same menu. 
Lunch selections will be steak burger, 
turkey club sandwich, chicken Caesar 
salad, chicken pot pie or vegetable lasag- 
na. Dinner items are filet mignon, roasted 
quarter chicken, roast pork, regional sea- 
food selection or vegetable lasagna. 
Breakfast hours of service are 6:30am 
to 9:30am. Lunch: 11:30am to 2:30pm. 
Dnner 5pm to 9pm. Those boarding at 
Jeast 30mins before closing time are to be 
served. Lounge/café hours are 6:30am to 
midnight, with breaks. 


ccording to a Sep 19 Washington 
Ave report, Amtrak President David 

L. Gunn prepared a budget for FY 
2003 that requires $1.2 billion from the 
federal government. The budget calls for 
Amtrak‘s dropping its express service. In 
a compromise with the Administration, 
Amtrak agrees to forego expansion of 
passenger routes in FY 2003. 

The Administration’s representative on 
the Amtrak Board, Michael Jackson, ac- 
cording to the newspaper would try to 
make sure that Amtrak has enough 
money until the FY 2003 legislation is 
passed by Congress. That includes pro- 
ducing a continuing resolution that funds 
Amtrak at an adequate level. 

Congress did not have transportation 
funding ready by Sep 30, the end of the 
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fiscal year, so has been passing continu- 
ing resolutions to keep programs running. 
NARP said that funds from the continuing 
resolutions are adequate to keep Amtrak 
trains running. 

The actual bills may not be finished 
until January. 


The Senate passed their bill that 
would give Amtrak the $1.2 billion that it 
requested. However, in the House, anti- 
rail extremists have been trying to kill 
Amtrak. Their bill has not yet reached the 
House floor (and NARP says that it might 
not), but the version out of committee 
would give Amtrak only $762 million, and 
it contains provisions that punish Amtrak 
and make it difficult for Amtrak to pres- 
sure politicians by threatening to shut 
down. It specifies a limit of $150 million 
for long-distance train operating grants. 

Earlier, the committee had wanted a 
provision that routes with a claimed loss 
of over $200 per passenger must be shut 
down. This was abandoned after protests 
mainly from the South, where several 
such routes are located. However, the 
$150 million cap is equally bad for 


Amtrak. 
mtrak’s operating department has 
been restructured, as of Oct 1, into 
a “more traditional railroad 


configuration to promote accountability 
and streamline decision-making. The plan 
was approved by Amtrak’s Board of 
Directors earlier this summer. Amtrak 
moves from a Product Line structure to a 
Regional/Divisional organization. 

All this required realigning territories, 
job functions, personnel and the scope of 
authorities. The three former Strategic 
Business Units are consolidated into the 
Western and Eastern Regions (see map 
on p. 21). The Western Region has three 
divisions: Pacific, Southwest & Central. 
The Eastern has four: Southern, Mid-At- 
lantic, New York and New England. 

The restructured corporation consists 
of four major departments: 


Operations Department: Under 
the direction of Vice President Ed 
Walker, the Operations Department 
is responsible for train movements, 
on-board services, termina! service, 
and Mail & Express. 


Mechanical Department: Headed 
by Chief Mechanical Officer Jonathan 
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Klein, the Mechanical Department is 
responsible for car and locomotive 
fleets, equipment engineering, 
standards and compliance, as well as 
backshops and the high speed rail 
equipment maintenance contract. 


Engineering Department: Under 
the direction of Chief Engineer David 
Hughes, the Engineering Department 
is responsible for right of way and 
signal system maintenance, as well 
as capital projects involving bridges 
and structures, electric traction, 
track, signats, etc. 


System Security and Safety: Lec 
by System Security & Safety Chief 
Ron Frazier, this department is 
responsible for police protection, and 
the safety of the railroad, employees 
and all who travel with us. 


The senior staff will also direct four major 
program areas: Environmental, Opera- 
tions Planning, Business Management & 
Budget, and Business Improvements. 


General Manager Lynn Bowersox will head 
up the Eastern Region. Headquartered in 
Philadelphia, she will direct daily train 
operations. General Manager Bill 
Duggan, headquartered in Los Angeles, 
will direct train operations in the Western 
Region. Both Bowersox and Duggan will 
report to Ed Walker, as will Lee Sargrad, 
General Manager of Mail & Express. 
Sargrad wili be responsible for negotiating 
and administering all contracts related to 
mail and express, and will be responsible 
for coordinating day-to-day mail and 
express operations with the divisions. 


The division General Superintendents will 
report to the Regional General Managers. 
The General Superintendents will be 
totally responsible for all business and 
operations on their division, inciuding 
commuter operations. 


Three support areas headquartered in 
Wilmington, DE will also report to Ed 
Walker. Their responsibility is to monitor 
and ensure consistency in service levels 
across all trains operating throughout the 
Amtrak system: 


Jon Tainow, Chief of System Operations, 
will be responsible for all activities at the 
Consolidated National Operations Center 
(CNOC), including monitoring of train 
operations, incident response, and crew 
management for T&E and on-board 
crews. 


Kevin Scott, Chief of Service Delivery, will 
administer our catering contract, establish 
standards for stations and on-board 
operations, including menus, and will 
provide nationwide training for all areas 
of the company. 


PACIFIC DIV 


—. 


Steve Strachan, Chief Transportation 
Officer, will develop standards and 
monitor compliance for all operating rules 
and procedures, provide nationwide 
locomotive engineer training, and will act 
as the corporate contact for regulatory 
and compliance issues, dealing with 


agencies such as the NTSB and FRA. 


Shown above is the map of Amtrak’s new Operating Department Division boundaries. 
effective Oct 1. The bold lines mark the boundaries of the seven divisions. Division head- 
quarters are Oakland, Los Angeles, Chicago, Boston, NY, Washington DC and Jacksonville. 
Regional headquarters are at Los Angeles and Philadelphia. Source: Amtrak, Gene Poon. 


RAIL FANTRIPS 


Oct 26: Amtrak Autumn Adventure: Car- 
bondale Sesquicentennial special train. 
Carbondale IL-Columbia IL RT, historic IC 
route in daylight. $115 up. Amer. Ass'n of 
Railroaders Inc, 4351 Holly Hills Bivd, St. 
Louis MO 63116. Also avail from St Louis. 
Oct 18-20: Autumn in Pennsylvania. Rail 
Pittsburgh-Phila. Fly St Louis-Pitts., over- 
nite, Three Rivers to Phila. Downtown ho- 
tel, fly back to St Louis. $688 up. Small 
group. Amer. Ass'n of Railroaders, Inc., 
address above. (314) 752-3148. 


Oct 31: Hallowe’en Mystery Train Excurs. 


St Louis & Kirkwood to mystery location. 
Full-course dinner; costumes, ghost stor- 
ies. $59 up incl dinner. Amer. Ass'n of 
Raiiroaders, Inc, address above. 


Dec 6-8: Louisville, Kentucky. Kentucky 


Cardinal, KY RR Museum, Derby Museum, 
tour Churchill Downs. My O/d KY Dinner 
Train. Option: 2 nites priv car sleeper. 
Escorted. $225. 20" Century RR Club, 


329 W 18" St #902, Chicago IL 60616. 


Dec 7: Santa’s Express, Wash-Phila RT. 
Santa Claus visits with children of all ages 
on train. Phila options: historic tour, 
streetcar tour, or on own. $59; $169 1% cl 
priv car. Wash. DC Chap NRHS, PO Box 
151, Alexandria VA 22313. 703-273-8440 
Feb 24-Mar 6, 2003: Great Transcontin- 
ental Rail Journey; Amer. Orient Express. 
L.A.-Albuquerque-San Antonio-New Or- 
leans-Charieston-Wash DC. $3990 up. 
Nationai Audubon Society, 700 Broadway, 
New York NY 10003. trave!@audubon.org. 
Send large SASE to addresses. One listing 
in RTN is free. It must give specific dates 
of operation. Write: Rail Travel News, Box 
9007, Berkeley CA 94709 or e-mail to 
rtn@trainweb.com. 
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QUOTES OF THE WEEK** 


—EE——————————————————— 


“I too have sent a two-page letter [urging Amtrak funding] to my Senators and my 


Congressman, but he is the Republican Nationa 
around that, | sent a copy to David L. Gunn, who a 


Government Relations man for use on the Hill. 


“In politics, one complaint is a ‘nut’, two comp 


letters are a groundswell of public opinion.” 


—Ed Tennyson in an e-mail communication. 


| fundraiser, so | expect no help from him. To get 
dvises that he has passed my letter on to his 


laints are from an unfunded lobby, but three 


“Instead of squabbling over how much spare change can keep Amtrak hobbling on from 
month to month, Congress must ensure adequate financing for at least two years while it 
focuses on developing a serious, long-term plan that included the building of new high-speed 
corridors. Passenger rail remains crucial to the nation’s future transportation needs.” 

_—From NY Times editorial, “Keep the Trains Running’, Sep 30. 


CARS & CONSISTS 


*auto Train, train 53, Lorton VA Sep 
15: engines 7 (P42) & 841 (P40); cars 
38067. diner, 33104 lounge-dinette, 
34122, 34128, 34123 & 34132 coaches, 
32101 “North Carolina”, 32107 “Rhode Is- 
land” slprs, 32503 “Phillip Randolph” de- 
luxe sipr, 38051 diner, 33103 lounge-din- 
ette, 32502 “W. Graham Claytor Jr” de- 
luxe sipr, 32114 “Virginia” slpr, 39000 
transition dorm, 9036, 9023, 9017, 9007, 
9018, 9012 bi-level auto carriers, 9112, 
9100, 9121, 9114 tri-level auto carriers, 
9097, 9091, 9096, 9094 bi-level van car- 
riers, 23404 end-of-train device (23399 
EOT device in the trans-dorm). Cars 
32101 & 32502 & auto carrier 9036 were 
in the Apr 18 accident but were not sent 
to Beech Grove in the hospital train prev- 
iously reported. No. 32107 was not in the 
accident but was reported at Beech Grove 
in RTN 647’s listing. No. 34132 was for- 
merly assigned to the Capito/ Ltd and had 
to have freight brakes installed. (Official 
consist issued by Amtrak, obtained by 
friends on boarding.) 

*Acela Express, train 2250, Newark 
NJ Sep 29: (Set #5) 2009 power car, 
3409 end, 3546 business coaches, 3305 
café/bistro, 3543 & 3541 bus. coaches, 
3207 end 1° Cl/galley, 2020 power car. 
Same, train 2253: (Set #14) 2010 power 
car, 3418 end, 3527 bus. coaches, 3317 
café/bistro, 3536 & 3525 bus. coaches, 
3208 end 1° Cl/galley, 2015 power car. 

*Acela Regional, train 152, Newark 
NJ Sep 29: engine 924 (AEM-7AC), cars 
21263, 82074, 21689 & 44605 coaches, 
43043 café/coach, 44243 & 21150 coach- 
es, 20129 split bus. coach. Same, train 
87: same consist as #152 with additional 
car 81503 (full bus.) at end. 
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*Keystone train 651, Newark NJ Sep 
29: engine 914 (AEM-7AC); cars 44978, 
21034, 82049, 82514 & 82022 coaches. 

*Crescent, train 19, Newark N) Sep 
29: engine 602 (E60); cars 1726 express- 
mail, 1734 bag, 2519 (“Pine Gorge”) crew 
/dorm, 62041 “Summer View” & 62044 
“Sylvan View” siprs, 8510 Timoinsa diner, 
28009 “Albany Club” smoker/dinette, 
25043, 25069, 25065 & 25081 coaches, 
1531 MHC. Car 1726 has returned to its 
original colors fram the “Manila” USPS 
livery. 

*Silver Star, train 92, Newark NJ Sep 
29: engine 608 (E60); cars 1529 MHC, 
1856 bag, 2501 “Beatrice MacDonald” 
crew/dorm, 62001 “Atlantic View” & 
62029 “Palm View” siprs, 8509 Timoinsa 
diner, 28011 tounge-dinette, 25079, 
25093, 25103 & 25097 coaches. 

(Coach 21263, a prototype, has been 
repainted Phase IV with white painted 
Amtrak wave logo & “Coach Class” at 
each vestibule, with a smaller white pain- 
ted car number, close to the bottom of 
the first window at each end, all on the 
deep blue background. “Amtrak” is now 
painted on the former side number plates. 
It also has light-reflecting red stripe on 
the bottom side sill. There will be no more 
Capstones, and the “blobs” are gone! I'll 
call this Concept 2002 until something 
official comes out.) 

(I got the above consists going to and 
from the annual NJ Transit Hoboken Fest- 
ival Sep 29. Amtrak had no displays and 
NJT showed off their new ALP-46 & a 
Comet V coach. The only other new dis- 
play was the completely restored NYC 
“Hickory Creek”, a round-end observation 
from the old 20” Century Limited. All 
other equipment displays had been there 
before.—Jim Langan.) 


*Amtrak special movement eastbd 
at Port Clinton OH Sep 12: engine 17 
(P42); cars 25029 coach, 2521 “Pacific 
Cape” crew sleeper. 

*Private cars parked in Toledo OH 
station with power on Sep 22: “St. James 
Place” 800025, “Silver Spring B&O” 
800329, “Chapel Hill #3” 800043. 

* Capitol Limited, train 30, Toledo 
OH Sep 22: engines 12 & 16 (P42s); cars 
1702, 39039, 32075, 32015, 38006, 
33006, 31500, 34016, (express to Jack- 


sonville FL:) 71256, 71284, 71001, 
71047, 71056, (mail:) 71025, 71158, 
71167 express off at Toledo, 70011 & 
71018 mail off at Toledo, 71210, 70039 & 
71129 empty cars for Toledo, 71145 ex- 
press for Toledo. Same, train 29: engines 
125 & 87 (P42s); cars 1721 bag, 39043 
transition dorm sipr, 32051 & 32047 slee- 
pers, 38003 diner, 33013 lounge, 31541 
& 34065 coaches, 70041 & 71110 express 
with mail, 1541 & 1539 MHCs mail for 
Toledo.—George Danchisen. 
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Across an Imagined German Border 


By Robert W. Rynerson 


pplying lessons Jearned as the 
AN bestsine Bundesbahn of the BRD, 
: Deutsche Bahn has moved to create 
a system that competes with auto travel. 
owever, as in the case of the downscale 
intercity travelers struggling with their 
baggage on the Regional trains, there are 
dis!ocated rural residents angry at having 
to drive to nearby towns to catch trains 
that rocket past their boarded-up former 
Royal Prussian Railways station. 

Across the Elbe, three weeks before 
flooding endangered parts of the city, 
Regional Train 38012 rolled into Magde- 
burg. This city is a sort of footnote in U.S. 
military history, the place where the 
American advance toward Berlin ground 
to a stop at the Elbe River. Ordered to 
permit the Soviet Army the honor of 
taking the Third Reich's capital, frustrated 
GI's busied themselves repairing war 
damage and securing the river crossing. 

A small Army plane flew to Berlin and 
back, returning to report that nothing 
stood in the way of an American advance. 
The area I had just traversed had missed 
the War, as the last German soldiers, 
reservists, and children, shattered rem- 
nants of the Wehrmacht, were sent on 
the surviving trams through bombed out 
streets to face the Soviet Army. 

It was a strange feeling to sit on a 
platform bench of the Magdeburg station 
and eat my leftover pizza from the night 
before in Alexanderplatz. (Note to food 
critics: yes, this was Italian, but my 
German contacts chose the place, and it 
was good pizza!) This station always had 
a food association for me, because in both 
directions the British Army dining car 
served meals while in Magdeburg. Exig- 
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encies of single track operation resulted 
in our being held in the station on normal 
occasions. No one could board or alight 
there; Military Police were on the watch 
against escape attempts using our trains, 
but the British seemed to take a perverse 
delight in letting the Germans see them 
having dinner (iunch) westbound and high 
tea eastbound. American trains passed 
through Magdeburg in the night, and only 
insomniacs or history buffs or a few 
railfans saw this city that became briefly 
part of our history. 
One Day in July - Across an Imagined 

Border 

While I finished off the tasty pizza, I 
noticed the conductor and engineer 
(Lokfahrer) for my next train. They were 
pacing back and forth, because it was 
being delivered late to them. This Inter- 
Regio service would take me from 
Magdeburg to Hannover, across the 
former death strip built by the GDR to 
divide the two halves of Germany. On 
the spur of the moment, I wiped the pizza 
crumbs away and went up to them to 
introduce myself. We discussed the fact 
that 1 was a former Army railroader who 
now worked for an urban transit system, 
and that it would be difficult to see the 
former border line from the train. I also 
learned that the engineer was a former 
Reichsbahn locomotive fireman at the end 
of the steam era, and that the conductor 
was a fan of U.S. railroading, having 
already traveled extensively on Amtrak. 

With that, I was asked if I would like 
to ride in the cab of the control car on this 
push-pull train, cunning in push mode. 
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Jormally I am not one to collect cab 
ides, but this was a tremendously helpful 
jesture on their part. The cab car (Class 
31-80-80) was rated at a top speed of 
00 km/h (124 mph), with a note 
‘estricting it to 160 km/h (100 mph) on 
Austrian Federal Railways. InterRegio 
‘rain 2334 had 9 coaches, including a 
snack car, and was departing Madgeburg 
ten minutes late. 

The line out of Magdeburg snakes past 
a prison that I remembered from before-- 
some government functions never go out 
of style. Then it settles into more open- 
country fast running of the sort seen on 
the Brandenburg side of the Elbe. 
Fortunately, as east of here, the Auto- 
bahn is some distance away, and so the 
countryside is still rural. 

It was hard to compare running times 
on this segment with the old Reichsbahn, 
because there were no Express schedules 
west of Magdeburg to the border in my 
time, except for the Interzone trains and 
Military trains. These only made operating 
stops in Magdeburg. We were scheduled 
to race from Magdeburg to Helmstedt 
non-stop in 28 minutes. 

About half way along the route at a 
point near Ovelguenne (and if your map 
shows that village, it is a good one), the 
train began to cant for curves inter- 
spersed with short tangent sections as 
the line skirts the outermost foothills of 
the Harz Mountains. My attention focused 
on details of the line, trying to place 
scenes that were often seen at 60 or 70 
km/h in the night from American troop 
sleepers into the context of sunshine and 
steady speeds of over 100 km/h. I half 
expected to hear the slogging steam of 
Reichsbahn multi-purpose 2-10-0 
engines, some buiit as late as 1960. it 
seemed as though we should head into a 
siding at any moment, then wait for the 
whoosh of a post-War rebuilt O1-class 
Pacific locomotive on the head-end of a 


“fast” opposing Interzone train. 

Instead we clipped along, and electric 
freight and passenger trains whizzed by in 
the opposite direction without a pause. it 
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because it had tied up so much land with 
military training areas, preventing devel- 
opment. Of course, as in the U.S., the 
clean-up of this land is a slow process. ) 

In 1969, our trains approached the 
Marienborn border control station almost 
hesitantly. Rail traffic was constantly jam- 
med up in that segment, given the down- 
sizing of the network and placement of 
the border crossing at an "unnatural" 
point in geography. No relevant facilities 
existed prior to the sudden division of 
Germany. Initially, the East Germans saw 
the situation as temporary, until the Wes- 
tern Allies would leave Germany to them. 

Now, in 2002, our train rushed toward 
the invisible border. Here on the right 
was the multi-story barracks for border 
troops. There, a few minutes later on the 
left was the new Marienborn suburban- 
style, platform with glass waiting shelters. 
Our train was on the center tracks, with 
only the two outer tracks having platform 
access. The engineer's eyes focused on 
the way ahead, mine on tiny remnants of 
a past that had once been so important. 
My eyes snagged for a moment on the 
spot where for one short moment in 1969 
my Train Commander lieutenant and I 
both had wondered whether we were 
going to die. 

Somewhere in today's weeds was the 
place where we had realized that we were 
the victims of a crude joke and a simple 
misunderstanding, and that we were then 
considered regular, macho guys by the 
Soviet soldiers -- the sort of stupid thing 
that could have started World War IIT. 

That event had passed too quickly for 
us to show the fear that we felt, and now 
in 2002 what had been an entire grim 
movie-set of a border inspection is 
nothing. Gur InterRegio train rushed into 
the dark, green tunnel that had been 
cultivated to screen the actual death strip 
area, then curved out into peaceful fields 
under bright sunshine. 

Oh, the rest of the trip clicked off 
beautifully, but I should mention that one 
thing never changes. Coming into Han- 
nover, as I pulled my things together to 
ready to change trains, an approach 
| broug end to oL 
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3 1y. We had made up the lost time 
and pulled into Hannover punctually. 
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Rates: $30 one year ($27 seniors), $58 2 years 
($53 seniors), $81 3 years. 
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http:/Arainweb.com—A web site devoted to Amtrak travel: Dozens of 
travelogues and hundreds of color photos are featured along with 
information on routes, schedules, prices and accommodations 
The Golden Age of Travel. Find it at TableOfGold.com. For Gold 
Medal living without being a millionaire, www.tableofgold.com. 
Train Rider Magazine is your armchair route to rail adventure! 
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Your. Domestic and International Rail Travel Experts Since 1975 


Call q -800-347-0645 
— Ema: aot@trainweb.com 


ACCENT ON TRAVEL 
RESERVATIONS 


3939 South 6th St. © Suite 331 © Klamath Falls, OR 97 
Web Address: www.trainweb.com/aot . re 


Ted Blishak 


At last! Travel agents who 
can put your whole trio 


VIsT together. 
@Registered trademark of VIA Rail Canada inc ““Trademark of VIA Rai! Canada inc 
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